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THE  PARK 

Ramsey  Lake  State  Park  has  a  rolling,  wooded 
terrain  surrounding  a  scenic  lake.  A  mile  north¬ 
west  of  Ramsey  off  Route  51  in  Fayette  County, 
the  1,880-acre  park  has  a  variety  of  recreational 
facilities  but  is  probably  best  known  as  a  popular 
fishing  area. 


THE  LAKE 

Ramsey  Lake,  constructed  in  a  valley  with  a  pic¬ 
turesque  elevated  timbered  shoreline  of  almost 
three  miles,  is  the  main  attraction  of  the  park.  The 
47-acre  lake,  built  by  engineers  from  the  Con¬ 
servation  Department  in  1948,  has  a  maximum 
depth  of  28  feet.  A  90-foot  spillway  was  built 
and  a  four-foot  tunnel  connected  with  a  mechan¬ 
ical  spillway  controls  the  water  height. 

The  lake  was  initially  stocked  with  50  largemouth 
bass  in  1949  and  75  bluegills  in  1950.  Redear 
sunfish  were  introduced  in  1956  and  later  chan¬ 
nel  catfish.  In  order  to  maintain  a  desirable  fish 
population,  the  lake  has  undergone  several  water 
drawdowns  aimed  at  reducing  large  numbers  of 
small  panfish.  This  management  tool  coupled 
with  other  fishery  practices  insures  good  fishing 
for  the  novice  or  experienced  angler. 


HISTORY 

Old  Fox  Chase  Grounds:  Long  known  as  the  "Old 
Fox  Chase  Grounds,"  Ramsey  Lake  State  Park 
was  popular  for  many  fox  and  coon  hunters  to 
try  the  skill  of  their  dogs.  For  many  years,  the 
largest  meet  was  staged  during  the  last  part  of 
September.  The  center  of  activities  was  near  the 
big  springs  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  present 
lake.  It  had  the  appearance  of  a  country  fair¬ 
grounds  with  a  dance  platform  under  a  tent, 
merry-go-round  and  other  rides,  large  farm 
machinery  displays  and  several  dozen  tents  for 
contestants  and  spectators.  When  the  big  spring 
failed  the  event  was  moved  elsewhere. 

The  owner  of  the  land,  S.  E.  Stokes,  was  civic- 
minded  and  made  his  property  available  for  out¬ 
ings  of  various  groups.  With  its  rough  wooded 
hills  and  beautiful  woods,  Ramsey  Lake  was  one 
of  the  most  popular  recreational  areas  in  this  part 
of  the  state. 


Purchased  by  the  State:  This  area  was  first  con¬ 
sidered  as  a  public  recreational  park  in  the  late 
twenties  during  the  administration  of  Governor 
Len  Small.  In  1947  the  State  of  Illinois  purchased 
815  acres  of  this  land  for  a  lake  site.  After  being 
developed  by  the  Division  of  Fisheries,  Ramsey 
Lake  State  Park  was  transferred  to  the  Division 
of  Parks  and  Memorials  in  1955  and  recreational 
opportunities  began  to  expand.  Additional  land 
purchases  have  increased  the  total  acreage  to 
1,880. 


The  Ramsey  Lions  Club  was  particularly  active 
in  helping  to  secure  the  land.  County,  township 
and  individual  donations  were  used  to  build  a 
road  to  the  area  with  the  Ramsey  American 
Legion  Auxiliary  furnishing  the  landscaping  along 
the  road. 


FACILITIES 

Picnicking:  Several  picnic  areas  are  scattered  in 
shaded,  yet  secluded  knolls  overlooking  the  lake. 
Parking  lots  are  convenient  to  the  picnicking  and 
camping  areas.  There  are  some  paths  leading 
down  to  the  lake  shoreline.  Playgrounds  are  in 
the  main  picnic  and  camping  areas.  There  is  a 
shelter  house. 

Fishing  and  Boating:  The  lake  is  stocked  with 
largemouth  bass,  bluegill,  sunfish,  crappie,  chan¬ 
nel  catfish  and  bullhead.  A  boat  launch  and  docks 
for  private  or  rental  boats  are  available.  No  gas 
motors  are  allowed;  electric  trolling  only. 

Interpretation  Program:  A  park  interpreter  con¬ 
ducts  summer  recreation  programs  in  the  park. 
There  is  hiking  but  no  developed  trails. 


Camping:  There  is  a  class  "A"  family  area  with 
a  sanitary  station  for  trailers,  electricity  and  a 
modern  utility  building  with  showers  and  flush 
toilets.  Also  available  is  a  class  "B"  camping 
area  with  limited  accommodations  and  a  youth 
group  camping  area  on  far  side  of  lake  (by  reser¬ 
vation  only)  which  will  accommodate  tents  or 
trailers. 


Hunting:  In  season  for  squirrel,  dove,  woodcock, 
pheasant,  quail  and  rabbit.  There  is  a  check  sta¬ 
tion  at  the  park  where  all  hunters,  except  squirrel 
hunters,  must  check  in  and  all  hunters,  including 
squirrel  hunters,  must  check  out.  Consult  the 
park  ranger  for  information  concerning  shooting 
time  and  opening  dates. 


Winter  Sports:  Ice  fishing  and  ice-skating  are 
allowed  if  the  ice  is  thick  enough. 


Please:  The  park  is  for  all  to  enjoy  so  help  keep 
it  clean.  All  pets  must  be  on  a  10-foot  leash  or 
less.  Swimming  is  not  permitted. 


FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION  .  .  . 

Admittance  will  not  be  granted  groups  of  25  or 
more  persons  to  any  state  park  or  conservation 
area  unless  permission  from  the  park  ranger  has 
been  secured  to  use  the  facilities.  It  is  also  re¬ 
quired  that  groups  of  minors  have  adequate 
supervision  and  that  at  least  one  responsible 
adult  accompany  each  group  not  exceeding  15 
minors.  All  pets  must  be  on  a  leash. 

Numerous  State  Parks  and  Memorials  are  within 
easy  access  to  every  part  of  the  state.  Lodges, 
cabins  and  dining  rooms  are  important  features 
of  Illinois  Beach,  Starved  Rock,  Pere  Marquette, 
White  Pines  Forest  and  Giant  City.  Reservations 
for  lodging  should  be  made  with  lodge  managers. 


All  state  parks  are  open  the  year  round,  except 
when  weather  conditions  necessitate  the  closing 
of  park  roads  during  freezing  and  thawing  periods 
when  access  to  park  facilities  is  by  foot  traffic 
only. 

For  further  information  concerning  Illinois  State 
Parks  and  Memorials  write  to  the  Division  of 
Education,  Department  of  Conservation,  State 
Office  Building,  Springfield,  62706. 
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